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HE Kuban Omuraliev 
 

 

• Chairman of Editorial Board of analytical Magazine AKIpress (2008 -2011); 

• Head, Secretariat to the Consultative Council for Good Governance  (2004 – 2006); 

• Head,  Secretariat of the National Council for Good (2003 – 2004); 

• Minister-Counselor, Deputy Chief of Mission of Embassy of the Kyrgyz Republic in 

USA and Canada (1999-2003); 

• Head of Economic Department of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz 
Republic (1997-1999). 

He holds a Post-Graduate degree in Economics from the Moscow Institute of Industrial 

Property and an Undergraduate in Mechanic Engineering from the Kyrgyz State 

Institute of Agriculture Bishkek, Kyrgyz Republic. 

He was member of Public Advisory Council, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the 
Kyrgyz Republic and Chairman of Editorial Board of Magazine AKI press. 

He published books about economy and anti-corruption fight in the Kyrgyz 
Republic.  

He was awarded the Certificate of Honor of the Kyrgyz Republic and was Honorary 
Citizen of City of Houston, Texas, USA.   

 

 

 

HE Kuban Omuraliev has been since February 

2012 the Consul General of the Kyrgyz Republic 

in Dubai and Northern Emirates. 

Previous positions: 

• Member of Public Advisory Council, Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs of the Kyrgyz Republic. 

(2011 – 2012); 

• Executive Director,  “Kyrgyz Parliamentarians 

against Corruption” (KPAC) – the National 

Chapter of Global Organization of 

Parliamentarians against Corruption 

(GOPAC). (2006 – 2011); 

 

With HE Dr. Anwar Gargash, 
Minister of State for Foreign 
Affairs, Minister of State for 

Federal National Council Affairs 

With HH Sheikh  
Hamdan bin Rashid al Maktoum, 

Deputy Ruler of Dubai, Minister of 
Finance of the UAE 

With HH Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al 
Qasimi, Supreme Council member, 

Ruler of RAK 

With HH Sheikh Humaid bin Rashid 
Al Nuaimi,  Supreme Council 

member, Ruler of Ajman 

With HE Hamad Buamim, 
Director General of Dubai 

Chamber of Commerce 

With HH Sheikh Hamad bin Mohammed 
Al Sharqi, Supreme Council member,  

Ruler of Fujairah 
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The Kyrgyz Republic in brief 

 

Capital Bishkek 

Population 5,550,239 (110th) 

Official languages Kyrgyz (state) 
Russian (official) 

Ethnic groups 68.9% Kyrgyz 
14.4% Uzbek 
9.1% Russian 
2.4% German 
5.2% others 

Age structure 0-14 years: 29.9% (male 
817,369/female 784,782); 15-64 
years: 64% (male 1,681,440/female 
1,748,222); 65 years and 
over: 6.1% (male 127,263/female 
197,793) (2008 est.) 

Location Central Asia, west of China 

President HE Mr. Almazbek Atambayev 

Prime Minister HE Mr. Zhantoro Satybaldiyev 

Independence declared 31 August 1991  

Total area 199,900 km2 (86th) 

GDP (PPP) 2012 
est. 

Total: $13.5b 
Per capita: $2,372 

GDP Growth 1%  (real, 2012 est.) 

GDP by sector agriculture (20.2%), industry (27.3%), services 
(52.5%) (2012 est.) 

Natural 
resources 

abundant hydropower; significant deposits of 
gold and rare earth metals; locally exploitable 
coal, oil, and natural gas; other deposits of 
nepheline, mercury, bismuth, lead, and zinc 

Main Industries small machinery, textiles, food 
processing,cement, shoes, sawn 
logs, refrigerators,furniture, electric 
motors, gold, rare earth metals 

Unemployment 
rate 

8.6% (2011 est.) 

Inflation rate 4.0% (CPI, 2012 est.) 
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Interview with His Excellency, Mr. Kuban Omuraliev, 
Consul  General of the Kyrgyz Republic in Dubai and Northern Emirates 

1) The Kyrgyz Republic is a very new country that was formally annexed to Russia in 1876, became a Soviet republic in 1936 and achieved 

independence in 1991 when the USSR dissolved. What is your thought about what has been achieved by the Kyrgyz Republic since its 

independence? What remains from the Russian influence, in terms of politics, trading tradition, or culture? 

 

Indeed the Kyrgyz Republic is a relatively new country, but we have a rich heritage with more than 2000 years history. Also my country has come a long 

way since its independence in 1991. With two revolutions behind, establishment of the only parliamentary system in all of Central Asia, the Kyrgyz 

Republic is a secular state that promotes and upholds democratic principles. The Kyrgyz government promotes free market economy, equal 

representation and respect for all citizens regardless of their ethnic background or religious affiliations. 

 

2) Which sectors of the Kyrgyz Republic may be interesting for Arab investors? 

 

In the Kyrgyz Republic you can witness foreign investment in various sectors.  The main sectors in which we encourage investment is in hydropower, 

energy, mining, tourism and agriculture. 

the Kyrgyz Republic is rich in mineral resources. For example, investigated gold reserves are about 420 tons. Besides gold, there are many other 

precious minerals that can be found such as mercury, antimony, tin and rare metals. 

Among top priority areas for the Kyrgyz Republic is the construction of hydroelectric power plants. The hydropower potential is 142 billion kw/h, and 

only 10% of it is being used. In short, with existing conditions and the possibility of profit and dividends repatriation, availability of highly skilled 

human resources, liberal investment environment, availability of incentives and preferences, as well as acceptable operating cost of labor create good 

opportunities for profitable investments in the Kyrgyz Republic. . 

Why the Kyrgyz Republic? The Kyrgyz economy has all the favorable conditions for doing business such as the lowest tax regime in the region, a liberal 

investment environment, proximity to major economies, mineral resources, cheap and qualified labor force. 

It is without a doubt that agriculture holds a special place in the country’s economy and government is actively working in this sector. The most 

favorable tax treatment was designed for the agricultural sector particularly in the processing of products and the production of machinery.. There is also 

an active campaign in the country for supporting farmers' cooperatives with their further enlargement. We aim to create modern agricultural clusters 

including the entire cycle: from the cultivation of crops, its processing, and logistics of produced agricultural products making it to the markets. 

Moreover, we focus on the implementation and usage of the latest achievements in agricultural technologies. 

Taking into account that in some countries of the world a large part of their GDP is generated from tourism revenues the Kyrgyz Republic with its unique 

nature intends to take all measures to develop this highly competitive industry. We have a large number of nature reserves, biosphere zones and resort 

facilities. There are huge opportunities for eco-tourism, mountaineering, climbing, hunting and other outdoor activities. 

We, from  our side, are taking all the necessary steps to make our country more attractive in the eyes of foreign investors. Necessary laws were adopted 

in order to facilitate the inflow of foreign capital and encourage entrepreneurship. We will continue the improvement and expansion of the legal 

framework in order to create the necessary conditions for business partners. 
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3) What reforms Kyrgyz government holds at this stage to improve the investment climate? 

  

The Government of the Kyrgyz Republic sets to continue economic liberalization reforms for improving the business environment and promote 

sustainable economic growth. 

Due to the Government efforts, the Law "On Public-Private Partnership" (PPP) was adopted. The law calls for the implementation of the necessary 

procedures for the PPP. Furthermore, this year a pilot project of public-private partnership was scheduled to launch.  

 
4) the Kyrgyz Republic is located in Central Asia, bordered by Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan, Tajikistan and China. How are the relationships 

between the Kyrgyz Republic and its neighbors, especially China? What role can the country play in the region? 

 

Relationships are good, especially with Kazakhstan and China. The both countries are the largest trade partners of the Kyrgyz Republic . Trade volumes 

have surpassed a billion dollars and are continuing to grow with each year. China is also taking part in some of the infrastructure projects in the Kyrgyz 

Republic, such as the construction of the oil refinery in the city of Kara-Balta, the construction of the road from the border with China (Torugart) to 

Bishkek (capital), the construction of an electrical power line Kemin-Datka, to name a few. Chinese private investors are also investing in the mining 

industry of the country (gold, silver, rare minerals, etc.). Relations are also  stable with Kazakhstan. During the last several years investors from the 

Kyrgyz Republic were in top 10 investors in terms of FDI to Kazakhstan. Investors from Kazakhstan have also been investing heavily into the Kyrgyz 

Republic economy, with FDI in telecom, banking, coal mining, production of cement, tourism and other sectors of the economy.  
 

5) How can the Kyrgyz Republic today encourage international business professionals to invest? Are there any tax incentives? Any free zones? 

Any help or support for the government or the chamber of commerce? 

 

44 countries can freely enter the Kyrgyz Republic without a visa including GCC countries such as UAE.. With over 95% literacy rates and the majority 

of school graduates attending universities the country’s labor force is competitive. The government is currently working on providing tax incentives to 

investors. There are several free zones, one in the capital Bishkek, one in Naryn and one in Karakol (Issyk-Kul region). The chamber of commerce 

has also been lately active in connecting with potential investors and providing them assistance and support. Local investors and businessman are also 

willing to work together with foreign investors to achieve mutual goals.   

 

6) The country is heavily dependent on mercury, uranium, natural gas, and electricity but above all on gold exports. There is a strong depend 

for Gold nowadays. How can potential buyers get Gold from the Kyrgyz Republic? Is there a safe procedure for an international buyer? 

What about the other commodities and minerals? 

 

Actually, our country does not export much of natural gas. The major export position is gold. Gold can be bought from the state-owned JSC 
Kyrgyzaltyn. 
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7) the Kyrgyz Republic is ranked in 2013, 70/185 countries in ease of doing business according to the World Bank. A lot of facilities are offered 

to people to do business in the Kyrgyz Republic. The country is even ranked 15/185 in terms of starting a business. However, if the 

administrative procedure is easy, the country suffers from strong difficulties especially for its infrastructure. The World Bank ranked the 

Kyrgyz Republic as one of the most difficult countries in the World to get electricity.  How the government can act to improve infrastructure 

in the country?  

 
Due to the lack of funds in the state budget, the government currently has limited opportunities to improve infrastructure. However, roads are being built 
and reconstructed, power stations are being built in order to increase the electricity transportation opportunities, and a large power project is planned to 
begin by the end of this year with the participation of RusHydro, the largest Russian hydro-electric generating company.  
 

8) What is the procedure for a foreign company to penetrate the Kyrgyz Republic market?  

 

Procedures are pretty basic. A company has to be registered with foreign ownership, after which this company can take part in any procurement projects and 
so on.  
 

9) What are the main 3 reasons international investors should consider doing business in the Kyrgyz Republic? 

 
Low entry costs, skilled and inexpensive labor, free movement of money and funds.  
 

10)  What are the best sectors where to invest for a foreign company? What are the main most promising cities for business? 

 

Hydropower, banking, agriculture, medicine, and tourism are the best sector for foreign companies to invest in. At the moment the main city for business is 
Bishkek, capital of the Kyrgyz Republic.  
 

11) What advice can you give to an Arab business professional who wants to do business in the Kyrgyz Republic? What are the main differences 

between Central Asian and Arabs in their way of doing business? 

 

Take the risk and get the reward. Business in any part of the world is almost certainly risky, but with a fundamental preparation, any investor can be sure 
that business can be done in the Kyrgyz Republic and high margins can be earned in a relatively short period of time. The main difference I would say is that 
Central Asians are very ambitious and are willing to return their investments in the shortest period possible (some large million dollar projects are usually 
returned within a 5 year period, if not less).  
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12) At Arab Business Leaders, we believe that business can only be done if all the partners have a good knowledge and understanding about 

each other. This includes knowing people, their culture and tradition, because we consider that business is above all about people. Your 

country is still not very well known to many people in the Middle East. Please help us to understand the Kyrgyz Republic. Tell us more 

about your country. 

 

a) the Kyrgyz Republic is a beautiful country with amazing mountains and landscapes. What are the best places to visit? 
 

Definitely Issyk-Kul, Sary-Chelek, Naryn, Jalal-Abad, Osh and outskirts of Bishkek.  
 

b) What is the most famous cuisine in your country? 
 

Besh-barmak (translates as “five fingers” because this dish is historically eaten using your hands.  The dish consists of lamb, noodles and green 
onions). As with other post-Soviet countries, you can find fusion of various dishes coming as far as Eastern Europe and Caucasus.    
 

c) Can you tell us more about the people of the Kyrgyz Republic? Which character quality does best define them? 
 

Kyrgyz people are most known for their hospitality. We might be a small nation but we are very proud of our history and heritage.  
 

d) Please describe the Kyrgyz Republic in only three words. 
 

Beautiful, untouched, unique.  
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